Directions for APA Scramble:
A Kinetic Activity for Learning APA Reference Style

Divide students into groups and tell each group to create an APA-style reference entry for one of the sources.

Tell them that the information needed for their reference list is usually available, but it doesn’t always appear in order and they’ll sometimes find more information than they need (for example, titles like Dr. are not used in reference citations).

Make sure they have a guide to APA style handy, such as the excellent APA overview available from the University of Wisconsin-Madison <http://www.wisc.edu/writetest/Handbook/DocAPA.html#review> or Diana Hacker’s site <http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/p04_c09_o.html>.

Provide something they can use to create a citation that can be viewed by the entire group, such as sentence strips or poster paper, along with markers. (As originally designed by librarian Susan Jellinger, students received packets with elements of the citation [such as article title and author] written out, and each member of the group held one element. Students had to arrange themselves in proper order and supply punctuation between elements. To cut preparation time, I ask students to write on sentence strips, using a different strip for each element.)

Tell students that they should

1.
Write a citation in proper APA style that is big enough to be read.

2.
Present the citation to the class.

3.
Ask classmates if corrections are needed, and decide whether to make the corrections or stand by their original choice.

4.
Share any tips or fine points of APA they learned while doing the citation.

APA Scramble

1. Book (nonperiodical)

Robert Hargrove’s Masterful Coaching Fieldbook has a 2000 copyright and was published in San Francisco by Jossey-Bass/Pfeiffer.

2. Journal article (print version)

Claudia Keh’s study of how her students responded to feedback was printed in the ELT Journal, volume 44, issue 4, October, 1990.  The title is “Feedback in the Writing Process; A Model and Methods for Implementation.”

3. Journal article (PDF)

“The Secrets of Great Groups” is a full-text article by Warren Bennis (1997, pp. 29–33) in Leader to Leader electronic journal, volume 3, available on the Leader to Leader Institute Web site:www.pfdf.org/leaderbooks/l2l/winter97/bennis.html

4. Journal article (HTML version retrieved from database)

Title:
Navigating the Publication Process II: Further Recommendations for Prospective Counselors.

Authors:
Davis, Keith M.


Sink, Christopher A.

Source:
Professional School Counseling; Oct2001, Vol. 5 Issue 1, p56, 6p

Doc. Type:
Article

Subject Terms:
*MANUSCRIPTS


*PERIODICALS

Abstract:
Focuses on delineating specific and common pitfalls of submitted manuscripts to Professional School Counseling. Identification of specific suggestions for writing manuscripts; Categories of common themes and recommendations for revision; Guidelines in the use of American Psychological Association style.

Word Count: 
3525

Persistent link:
http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=afh&an=5461185

Database: 
Academic Search Elite

5. Document from Web site

In September, 2004, the National Commission on Writing published a report on how writing skills influenced employers’ hiring and promotion decisions. The report, Writing: A Ticket to Work…Or a Ticket Out, is available from the organization’s Web site at www.writingcommission.org /prod_downloads/writingcom/writing-ticket-to-work.pdf
6. ERIC document

J. Lackey, R. B. Miller, and M. C. Flanigan presented a paper on The Effects of Written Feedback on Motivation and Changes in Written Performance at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL The paper, No. ED 406 690, is available from ERIC Document Reproduction Service.

NOTE: you can use a wavy line to show italics

Key to APA Scramble
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Keh, C. K. (1990, October). Feedback in the writing process: A model and methods for implementation. ELT Journal 44(4), 294–304.
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