How to Start Writing

	Your state of mind
	Your best strategy

	Where do I begin?
	· List questions you think your readers will have. 

· Freewrite

	How can I include everything— important ideas and critical details?
	· Do a brainstorm outline or mindmap

· Use PowerPoint or sticky notes to capture key ideas and details.

	How do I organize information 
from many sources?
	· Summarize key ideas on notecards or sticky notes, then organize

· Mindmap

	This is what I need to do.
	· Traditional outline

· Template or model of the type 
of writing you plan to do

	I’m stuck.
	· Freewrite for 5 minutes, even if you just write I’m stuck, I’m stuck....

· “Write it wrong” (Davis).

· Talk about your topic for 5 minutes.

· Separate drafting (which is rough) from revising (which polishes).

· Read models of the type of writing you need to do, or even something you’ve written.

· Take a break.

· Create headings for the points you need to cover; then start with the easiest section.
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